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abstract

WESTERN EUROPEAN STUDIES IN THE UNITED STATES

by
-Stephen Blank

This is an examination of Western European Studies in the United
States. It rests on analyses of research on Western Europe, based pri-
marily on a survey of .issertation research on Western Europe in the
social sciences car:ied on in the second half of the 1960s; of programs
and organizations ou both the campus and national levels which deal with
Western Europe; of Western European language training for non-language
specialists; and of library resources on Western Europe.

The examination reveals that, by the 1960s at least, the conven-
tional wisdom about the relative scale of interest in and research on
Western Europe in American higher education, narticularly in the social
sclences, had ceased to be accurate. Although the scope of "background"
resources on Western Europe remained extensive throughout the educational
system, research in the social sciences on Western Eurupe was being
carried out on a scale not at all greater than that on other areas of the
world. The data on research and programs clearly indicate that the
"Eurocentric" character of American higher education has been sharply
diluted.

Our study suggests that there has been a revival of interest in
Western Europe among American scholars in recent years, particularly at
the frontiers of research in the social sciences, but that the infra-
structure which supports this renewed interest remains extremely fragile.



Preface

After a substantial period of time during which American social
scleatists directed their attention primarily to other parts of the world,
interests in Western Europe began to enjoy a modest resurgence In the
middle 196Us. Senior scholars who had worked in recent years in‘the non-
Western areas of the world‘or had been concerned exclusive'y with the
United States developed new research interests in Western %urope; more
graduate students designed dissertation topics dealing with this area;
and a number of institutions, designed to support scholarly interests in
Western Europe, were created at this time.

At the end of 1969, a group of professors from several major uni-
versities with substantial interests in Western Europe met to discuss ways
in which these and other institutions could more effectively coor;inate
the growing interests in Western Europe in order to improve the quality
of research and training, avoid duplication of efforts, and promote col-
laboration with European scholars and institutions. These discussions
led in the spring of 1970 to the formation of the Council for European
Studies as a center of information and coordination which links several
of the major campus Western European studies programs and other institu-
tions and organizations in this country and in Europe which shared

interests relating to the study of contemporary Western European society

and politics.



Early in 1972, the Council for European Studies, in cooperation ¢« -h the
Institute of International Studies of the U. $. Office of Education, initiated
a study to learn more about the revival of interest in Western European society
and politics. The study was designed and directed by Stephen Blank, Executive
Director of the Council for European Studies. Robin Jones, Arlene Apfel, and
Linda Kroll all aided in the development of the project and undertook particu-
lar responsibility for the survey of dissertations and journal articles. The
University Center for International Studies provided assistance throughout the
pProject. Carl Beck, Director of the Center, and Richard Lamba>t gave encourage-
men: and advice. Kéndall Stanley prepgred the final version of tine report.
Despite this array of support, there are bound to be mistakes, . .issions and
fallures of critical judgement for which the author, alas, mus. take sole res-

ponsibility.

University of Pittsburgh

September, 1974
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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

I
Liberal education in America, as in Europe, was organized tradi-

tionally around the study of the classics. Students were taught the
languages, history and culture of Greece and Rome. In more recent times,
wodern European languages replaced Greek and Latin as the core content of .
higher education. Even as academic interests widened beyond these tradi-
tional subjects, however, European backgrounds and content remained sub-
stantial. The social sciences were heavily influenced by European
scholars and interests, and much scholarly labor was directed to studying
the differences between European and American political, economic, and
social institutions and behavior. Europe was much less of an "inter-
national dimension" iﬁ higher education, than an integral part of a pre-
valling Vestern parochialism which saw little need to look at the wider
world.

The Eurocentric character of American higher education fersisted
-well into the World War II era. Courses on "world history" sa¢ on the
"history of civilization", standard freshman fare, focused on European
history and on fhe development of Western (that is, Western European)
culture and civiliza;ion. Art, music and literature courses all relied
heavily, if not exclusively, on Western sources, and undergraduates were
nornmully required to acquire at least a minimum facility with a foreign
language--inevitably a Western European langauge. The occasional course
in religion, philosophy or history provided a rare view of the non-Western
world, Thus, with little exaggeration, a liberal arts education right
until quite recently be described--in more contemporary terms~-as a

Western Furopean "area studies" program.

1
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Scholarly research continued to be strongly influenced by traditiocnal
European interests and commitments. Fven after World War II, "foreign" and
"international" studies referred almost invariably to Western Europe and US-
European relations, and frameworks of analysis throughout the social sciences
continued to be developed in light of the familiar history and experiéhce of
Western Europe and North America,

These patterns of education, training, and research have changed
enormously in the past generation, however, The great expansion of interest
in the non-Vestern world which began_in the years after 19/< significantly
altered patterns of international research in many fields (and particularly
in the social sciences) and has had increasingly wide effects on training
and education, not only at the graduate and undergraduate levels, but in
elementary and secondary schools as well,

The nation's wartime experlences, the postwar formation of new nations
in Africa and Asia, and the rise of the Cold War all contributed to an un-
heard of demand for expertise on those parts of the world which had scarcely
been studied in the past, or had been studied only in terms of classic civil-
izations, cultures and languages. The American academic community was well-
prepared to respond to these new demands. Many academics had spent their war
in far-off places and were eager to deepen their knoOwledge of them at hLome.
The pre-war experience of the crisis of Western democracy had encouraged
interests not only in the new politics and society of authoritarian regimes,
but in wider questions of social and political change and in the social
forces rather than the legal rules which governed socie:y and politics.l

The post-war movement in the non-Western world represented not only a rejection

2




of the Eurocentric past, but, more positively, it demonstrated efforts

to overcome institutional, legal and historical biases which had been
associated with the European tradition.? The frontiers of research and the
arenas of conceptual innovation shifted rapidly to the non-Western areas of
the world.

This change in research perspectives was acconmpanied by efforts to co-
ordinate the activities of scholars interested in these areas, to mobilize
resources to support their investigations, and to train new cadres of students
to take up their interests., Private foundations and, eventually, the federal
government supplemented growing commitments of university funds to develop a
new infrastructure of national and campus organizations. Thus-was created
what must be one of the most remarkable achievements in higher education in
this country (outside the natural sciences, at any rate), "area studies."3
These scholars who stressed interests in the non-Western world as a means of

4 and those who labored here and in

generating "genuine theoretical advances"
the field to create the ediface of area studies did not always sleep well to-
gether. Yet, between them, they have impressively altered the nature of research
and training not only in the social sciences, but throughout the university.

The shift in research frontiers and the development of a new infra-
Structure to coordinate and consolidate the work of the researchers and to en-
sure the flow of trained younger specialisfs was quickly followed by a growing
concern with the "diffusion" of area and international studies. That is,
educators and scholars stressed the need to diffuse the impact of non-Western

area studies throughout the educational system in order to overcome its basic

Western parochialism. The development of an "international dimension"--which




meant studies having to do with the non-Western or developing areas of the
world--would liberate schools and coileges "from their narrow preoccupation with
Western civilization in order that less provincial and more competent citizens
and leaders might be developed in the future."?

In the twenty years which followed the close of the Second World War,

a series of parallel and reinforcing developments—--which involved efforts

which had now become of great national imporcance, the creation of new

centers of expertise on these areas, a dramatic conceptual revolution in
many fields of inquiry, and a growing determination to overcome what was

now viewed as the traditional parochialism of American education--exerted
& revolutionary force throughout the system of education in this country.
It is not difficult to find fault with much of what was undertaken and
accomplished in what now seems a long-ago time, particularly when the
ground on which so much of this structure stands has now subsided so

badly. But the value of the great expansion of non-Western interests and
the creation of area studies scarcely needs to be defended. What we pro-
pose 1s not to criticize these developments, but to call attention to one
result which is frequently overlooked-~that is, the impact on academic
interest and studies on Western Europe. In a notable article entitled,
"New Horizons for Comparative Politics," Dankwart Rustow analyzed the grow-
ing interest in the non-Western world in Political Science. "Mot long ago,"
he wrote, "Western man ruled the world; today he studies it." Rustow night
have added, however, that there was danger that no one would now study

Western man.

——r.a -~
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The impact of non-Western studies on more traditional Furopean
interests has differed significantly from discipline to discipline, and the
nature of the impact has changed over time as the waves generated by the
initial "revolution" have radiated out more or less slowly through the
entire educational system. Interests in llistory on Western Furope, for
example, have declined slowly as interests in the non-Vestern areas of the
world have growm; in PoliticaIIScience, the decline was far more precipi-
tate. Universities, like other great bureaucracies, change slowly, but
once the motion of change has been established, momentum builds enormously.
The point is that there has been a continuing and substantial decline of
interest in Vestern Furope throughout American colleges and universities
since World Viar II--initially (and most seberely) at the frontfers or social
science research; then (with iIncreasing severity) in the recruitment and
training of graduate students; and (somewhat more slowly) throughout the
entire liberal arts curriculum. New frontiers of research shifted awvay
from Vestern LCurope; resources were mobilized to support new research
efforts and to train younger scholars to be specialists on the non-lVestern
world. Existiﬂg resources followed new interests in the less lnown areas
of the world and new resources--specifically, those created by the National
Defense Education Act--specifically excluded Western Europe. As research
was translated into books and articles and finally into texts, the content
of training programs and courses chenged, adapting to new materials and
responding to new needs. The impact of non-Western interests was felt
strongly outside of the social sciences. The apparatus of technical assis-

tance created an entirely new dimension in many universities (although,




interestingly enough, not usually in those with strong area studies pro-
grams). More significantly in the longer run, the whole broad range of
courses within the liberal arts curriculum soon ceased to rely upon tradi-
tional Western sources and became much more oriented to cke non-lestern
world.,

By the middle of the 1960s, however, there was evidence of a revival
of interest in Western Europe centering, in particular, in certain sectors
of the social sciences. Onee again--as had been the case twenty years
earlier--national needs for expertise were paralleled by changing patterns
of conceptualization and analysis along the frontiers of research, One of
the most interesting aspects of this part of our story is the deep arhiva-
lence which was arocused in many senior scholars by efforts to create some
sort of institutional base or framework to encourage and support these
widening interests in Western Europe. Those scholars in Political Science
or Sociology, for example, who work on Vestern European topics are far
more likely than their colleagues with interests in tke non-Western areas
of the world to view themselves in "disciplinary-general" rather than
"area" terms.6

From the very beginning, the development of European studies was
fundamentally influenced by two different and, at least initially, opposing
commitments. On the one hand, those scholars involved in research on
Western Europe sought to imitate non-Western area studies insofar as this
meant the mobilization of specifically designated funds, independent of
normal departmental and university channels, to support research and training

on VWestern Europe. Yet, on the other hand, they wanted to avoid creating

6




a new Western Furopean "area studies" entity. These issues wére bound up
with other questions of whether there was--or should be--a "specialization"
in European studies or who--if there were any-~such specialists might be.7
The dilemma was resolved, however, and the answer provided the structure
for the rather unique character European studies has developed during the
past five years. It was also an answer which, given the prevailing temper
of the moment, contributed heavily to the success (or at least relative
success) enjoyed by this enterprise,

Before looking in more detail at the revival of interest in
Western Europe, it is useful to deal with the more basic ques;ion of its
intellectual roots. Several reasons were particularly important in the

reorientation of research interests back to Western Europe.

1. Recent nolitical events

The reemergence of Western Eurone as a maior power, particularly
in the world economy, the continued growth of the European Community in
the early 1960s, and the emerging East-West detente all created demands
for a larper pool of expertise on Western Europe in this country. As
early as the mid—19608, a number of scholars, government officials and
foundation officers, all with interests in Western Europe, began to
discuss ways of stimulating more research on Western European society
and politics in American universities and increasing the number of grad-
uate students developing expertise on the area. They shared the belief
that Americans were becoming increasingly out of touch with developments
in Western Europe, and that the gap of understanding between the two

sides of the Atlantic was in danger of becoming insurmountable.



2. Europe offers the most important lomg-tern case study of
economic and political modernization and development

Many of the critical issues examined by American social scientists
in the past decade have dealt with proceéses of modernization and develop-
ment. Social scientists began to study the non-Western areas of the world
in an effort to move beyond the descriptive approaches that had character-
ized research on Western Europe. They sought to apply more rigorous scien-
tific standards to their work and to develop a general theory of political
and social change. Increasingly, however, intellectual difficulties
involved in the formulation of a general theory and the practical problems
of inadequate data to support more rigorous qpproaches encouraged a notable
"return to Europe" by scholars interested in processes of modernization and
development. Theoretical and methodological innovations assoclated with
the earlier movement away from Western Lurope can be most effectively tested
and expanded, it appeared, within the European context.8 Furthermore,
the availability of long-term longitudinal public records and an unparal-
led richness of social scientific and historical research, plus a rapidly
expanding and increasingly sophisticated European social science commun-

ity made Western Europe an especially attractive research site.

3. Europe provides the best laboratory for studving problems associated
with the future development of advanced industrial societies,

To an increasing extent, the advanced industrial nations of Western
Europe and North America are coming to share basic structural similarities

as a consequence of economic, social, political, and technological develop-




went. Numerous problems of national policy--the control of the econony,
social welfare, the environment and energy-—are common to many of these
nations. Past experiences can best be systematically compared and evalu-~
ated, and future options explored and tested, in a context of the widest
array of relevant national settings. Furtherrmore, many policy dilermas of
worldwide import--from population to pollution--demand collaborative study
and problem solving among the countries of North Awmerica and Western Furope,
wvhich in many cases are the only ones in a position to propose and implement
solutions,

Another, although somewhat different reason, alco helped revive

interest in Vestern Furope among Arerican scholars:

4. The developrent of the Furopean scholarlv community

By the 1960s, the European scholarly community was expanding rapidly
and becomiug'far more international in its interests--both within Europe
and in the rest of the world. At the same time, the quality of Furopean
scholarship in certain areas, particularly in the social eciences, which hgd
lagged behind Arerican development, now appeared to equal much of the best
in American social science. American scholars would continue to be able to
offer much to their colleagues in Europe, especially in terms of rodern
social science methodology, but it was becoming clear that Furopeans would
have much to teach Arericans as well. It could no longer be assumed that
Europeans would continue to be passive followers and imitators of Anmerican
techniques, or that communication between Americans and Furopeans would

continue to take place on Arerican terrs.

9



Renewed interest in Western Furope was expressed through severai
institutional settings. A number of new proframs were established in the
niddle 1960s, wainly with financial support from the Furopean and Inter-
national Division of The Ford Foundation. A Western European division of
the Foreign Area Fellowship Program was set up in 1964 to fund dissertaticn
research in Western Europe. Western Eurcpean studies programs vere estab-
lished at seve;al major American universities between 1966 and 1970 and,
in the apring of 1970, the Council for Furopean Studies was formed as an
infermation and coordination center.

Thus, from the middle 1960s, self-conscious efforts were made for
the first time to bring together a variety of resources--financial, insti-
tutional and intellectual--to encourage greater interests, primarily among
Averican social scientists, in contemporary Western European scciety and
politics. The new FAFP program provided support for dissertation research
in Western Lurope , and the Council for Furopean Studies initiated a number
of programs to encourage graduate students to develop research interests on
Furopean topics, the most important of which was its Pre-Dissertation
¥ellowship Program which provided pre-dissertation field experience specif-
ically for the purpose of developing and testing potential dissertation
topics. CES, together with various campus European studies programs,
explored ways of bringing more European scholars to the United States and
Jjointly sponsored bibliographic ard information projects. Substantially
more resources were made available for research on and in Western Furope,
although, increasingly, more traditional research interests on Western
Europe were replaced by a new enthusiasm for more policy-oriented research
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on "common problems" of advanced industrial soecieties. Tor the first time
(and the only time until the Japanese followed suit), European resources
supported American reseafrch and training efforts. Germany, in particular,
made extensive contributions to institutions in the United States with
interests in Western Europe, including CES and several campus programs.
Most impressiYe of all, the German government, “o commemorate the 25th
anniversary of the Marshall Plan, made availao'e some 150 million Deutsch-
marks to establish a new foundation, the German Marshall Fund of the United
States, éxplicitly devoted to contributing "to the better understanding and
resolution of significant, contemporary or emerging common problems of

%

advanced societies."
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11
We were unable to utilize individual cuestionnaires as a source of data
for the study, as Lambert and Rosenau had done in earlier surveys of area and
international studies, because there was no way to determine a target popula-
tion of "European specialists." There is no membership organization of
"Europeanists'. Indeed, we shall see that deep ambivalence regarding the

notion of a European area specialization is a consistent characteristic of

European studies in almost every discipline we examined.

Instead of individual questionnaires, other means were employed to
develop a data base for this study. A series of visits were made by the prin-
cipal investigator to campus European studies programs, and a library project
was undertaken by Erwin Welsch, Social Studies Librarian of the Memorial
Library, University of Wisconsin. Most importantly, in an attempt to develop
some quantitative indicators of the level and content of interest in Western
Europe among American scholars, two surveys were initiated--~of completed
dissertations and of mainstream journals.

We hoped that the survey of journals and dissertations would provide
solid evidence of increased interest in Western Europe in several disciplines
of the social sciences. Unfortunately, as we shall sec in Chapter 2, our
findings are not conclusive. 1In Po}itical Science, where the impact of non-
Western interests and, later, of Western European interests had becn the
strongest and most visible in terms of dissertation research, the number of
dissertations completed on Western European topics inéreased substantially
at the end of the 1960s and in the early 1970s. But, although the numerical
increase was impressive (i.e., from 28 coﬁpleted dissertations in 1967 to 41
in 1969 and 55 in‘'1971), the percentage of Western European dissertations,
among all those written, remained stable. Of course, given the time involved

in completing dissertations, the data which we collected for, say, 1971,
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reflect choices of dissertation topics made by graduate students ro later than
1965 or 1966. At this point, the "revival" had scarcely begun, and we should
anticipate much greater numbers of dissertations in the next few years. 1In
other disciplines in the social sciences, evidence of renewed interest on
Western Europe-~-in terms of completed dissertations at any rate--is less
evident. Still, it is clear that far more sociologists, economists and
anthropologists, for example, are currently developing new interests in
Western Europe, although it remains questionable whether these interests will
in fact translate themselves into actual research. Obviously, given the much
slower response rates in these disciplines to new, non-American interests
and the lag-time for even.dissertation research to emerge in complete forms,
it is too early to tell how much new research on Western furope there will be
in, say, the next five years.

It must be emphasized, however, that, in any case, the extent of
the revival of interest in Western Europe remains modest, especially when
compared to the impact made by non-Western studies ten or fifteen years ago.
Indeed, as we shall see below, the impact of non-Western interests on pat-
terns of dissertation research was just reaching its peak by the end of the
1960s. No sense of national purpose, similar to that which motivated the
post-Sputnik surge of support for training in the natural sciences or the
early National Defense Act programs, has been associated with efforts to
improve our understanding of contemporary Western European society and
politics. Indeed, these efforts come precisely at a time when public inter-
est in Europe is declining.

The institutions which have supported much of the recent

scholarly activity on Western Europe are especially vulnerable. The
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shortage of resources for international studies which began in

the late 1960s has been immeasurably worsened as the general crisis of
funding for higher education has grovn more aud more serious., Programs
dealing with Wéstern Europe, almost always the most recent creations, seem
alwvays to be the weakest., Between 1964 and 1971, the Tord Foundation was
the sole source of funds for almost all of the new initiatives on Western
Eurcpe--the Western European prograrm of the FAFP, the campus Furopean
studies programs, and the Council for European Studies. Western Furopean
prograrws were specifically excluded from the zajor source of external funds
for cawpus area studies programs, NDFA Title VI. {To be accurate, one of
the 102 ¥DEA Title VI programs was on Western Furope-~the Hérthwestern
European Language and Area Studies Program at the University of Minnesota.)
NDEA festrictions wvere marginally relaxed with regard to programs de2ling
with Vestern Europe in the early 197Cs, particularly in the new "problem or
topic-oriented"programs in international studies at the graduate level.

In 1973, a Western Curopean Studies Center, sponsored jointly by Columbia
University and the CGraduate Center of City University of New York, was
funded by XDEA Title VI in a new round of swards for international studies
for centers. BRut federal funds were minimal and increasingly insecure, and
by this tire, the Ford Foundation had almost cessed to provide support for
the programs, other than FATP, which had been created earlier. The German
Marshall Fund of the United States began operations in mid-1973. Early
hopes that a major portion of the new Fund's resources would be devoted to
strengthening European studies in this country were disappointed, however,

14




as other objectives were given a more proninent place in the orgsanization's
progran. By the middle of 1974, much of the limited infrastructure of
European studies which had comre into existence during the past 10 years

wes in danger of collapse.

The extent of the revival of faterest in Vestern Europe among Ameri-
can social scientists and the scale of the institutionalization of European
studies was aléo modest when cempared to the very large but very disifuse
resources in cur colleges and universities which bear upon Western Turope.
These institutions possess an enorwous &#nd expensive apparatus of courses,
programs and departments which are concerned in one way or another with
Vestern Furope, including language and literature departrents, history
programs, and great library holdings. ELut rost of these resources are so
locked into existing structures znd commitrents that they are unable to
suppert new interests and activities. Thus, the problem European studies
has faced, in terms of the creation and mobilizetion of resources, differs
from that which confronted the non-Western studies pronrans—--to develop
resources where none previously existed to support regearch and training
on parts of the world that had been rarely or never studied in the past,
For Western Luropean studies, the problem has been rather one of concen-
tration and coordination, of developing a more systematic approach to
European studies through which existing resources can be more effectively
utilized. It is surely open to doubt that this is a less difficult problen
to solve than the creation of entirely new resources. One consistent theme
which emerged throughout this study, therefore, was the imbalance between
large but diffuse and immobile resources on Western Furope in our universities
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and a very srall quantity of resources which are mobile and flexible enough
t0 support new scholarly interests and commitments on Western Furope.
Another end perhaps still more serious problem is rapidly approaching,
however--the disintepgration of this very capital structure. Vhile attention
has been focused primarily on discovering ways in which existing resources
on Western Furope can be more effectively mobilized for newer purposes, ve |
have tended no£ to see that the capital itself is rapidly eroding. The
scholars vho took the lead in developing new progrars on Vestern Lurope in
the niddle 1960s assumed that there would be a constant—and increasing--
flow of studeats at the graduate level with interests in Wes:ern Eurcpe,
vho had already acquired through their undergraduate education basic intel-
lectual backgrounds on Vestern Lurope. They assumed, that is, that the
major task was to stimulate students and faculty to develop new research
interests on Western Furope; they did not suspect that these students (and
faculty) would not have adequate training and hackzround to undertale this
research. Although it would be necessary, for example, to make it possible
for some of them to improve their language skills, or to provide some basic
pre-field work orientation, it was never expected that students might have
no prior Furopean language training or background in European history and
culture. Yet, while research frontiers have shifted back towards Western
Europe, the main impact of the "non-Weetern revolution" is just being felt
throughout our undergraduate programs and even in clerentary and secondary
education. What is taking place is the comnsistent replacenent of courses
and course contact dealing with Western Furope with thoce focusing on other

areas of the world.
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Thus, just at the time when resources to support a significant al-
though limited revival of interest in research on Western Furopean teples
eére increasingly insecure, a new task seems to loom ahead~-to find new
ways to revive interest in Western Lurope throughout our educational sys-
tem. Just when, at the research level, we emphasize the commonality of
problems vwhich face the advanced nations of North America &nd Western

Europe, Furope, in terrms of its languages, culture and history, is becom~

ing an exotic area of the world to our students.
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Chapter II

RESEARCH ON WESTERN EUROPE

1. Introduction

_ One of the primary objectives of this study was to evaluate
curtgntwihterest in Western Europe in the social sciences. We attempted
to deal with two genmeral issues: in the first place, we wanted to deter-
mine the level of interest in Western Burope relative to that in other
world areas, and how this pattern of interest was changing over time; second,
we wanted to know more about the content of current research interests on
Western European society and politics.

The sections of this chapter which follow, on History, Political
Sclence, Economics, Anthropology, and Geography, deal with both of these
issues. Two indicators were utilized to determine levels of interest., We
relied upon completed dissertations as the best available indicator of
interest in Western Europe and then attempted, where practical, to check
our findings against arother indicator, articles published in "mainstream"
professional journals. In each case, dissertations and journal articles
were categotrized by world area (or as having no area base). Wherever éos-
sible, data from a broad time base has been utilized to indicate trends
over time.

It oust be underlined that these data indicate active interest in
Western Europe. Interest must have been translated, fherefore, into com-
pleted vesearch before it could be included in our calculations, It is
likely, of course, that if another definition of interest had been adopted--

one based for example on scholars' self-evaluation--we would have found
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much higher levels of interest. But our goal was to detérmine a more
specific notion of the level of interest as actually expressed in research.

It would have been useful if we could have examined lists of
research grants made by various foundations and the government, and cate-
gorized.tPese data by world area., Unfortunately, data are not readily
availabie, and we were limited to the more easily obtained data on dis-
sertations and journal articles.

Lists of completed dissertations were obtained from the various
professional aSSoéiations.- The lists were certainly imperfect. Perhaps
our first lesson when undertaking this project was that professional asso-
ciations (at least academic professional associations) seem to resist per-
forming these adwinistrative functions which one, naively, might assume
they would do as a matter of course. Understandably--at least from a less
innocent perspective~~the staffs of these assoclations stress the content
and academic side of their activities. After all, we all would prefer to
run innovative programs and to open up new research frontiers than to
compile lists of dissertations. The result, however, is that remarkably
little is known about some very important matters. We could not find,
for example, which universities are the main producers of dissertations in
various disciplines, nor has anyone so far as we could tell ever seriously
examined the number of dissertations produced each year or the content of
these dissertations. (Actually, this isn't quite true. The decline in
available jobs and the continued increase in dissertations has led
several associlations to become much more conscious of these matters. But
the process is just beginning.) We are certain, therefore, that these data
have omissions. But we are also confident, given the very large numbers
involved, that the data do provide an accurate image of dissertation research.
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We also had some difficulty identifying "mainstream”" journals.

In the end, we relied heavily upon the advice of the professiomal associ-
ations and of friends at the University of Pittsburgh. Because of the
individual idiosyncrasies of the editors of journals and the propensity
of groués‘of scholars interested in non-Western areas to form their own
journals, these data proved to be less interesting and less solid as
evidence. We tended, therefore, to use the journal statistics as a check
against our findings based on dissertations,

After this first categorization of dissertations and journal arti-
cles by world area, we examined those dealing with Western Europe in more
detail. We were particularly interested in the distribution by time
period and by country studied. We also did rough analyses of content-—-
rougher in the case of dissertations, since we utilized only titles, and
wmore complete with the journal articles.

This analysis was carried out for History, Political Science,
Economics, Anthropology and Geography. Sociolegy, however, posed partic-
ular problems. Data on completed dissertations were not available and
we could get no agreement on mainstream journals. Instead a survey of
Anerican sociologists with known interests in Western Europe which had
been recently carried out by CES was utilized as a data base. The format
of the section of this report on Sociology, therefore, is different from

the others.
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2. BISTORY

In each of the other disciplines surveyed, Western Europe was much
less important as a focus of research interest than in History. In History,
however, Western Europe has been the most important area of interest (and
perhaps Fpe only area of interest) throughout much of the life of the dis-
cipline in this country, and remains a major research interest today.

Historians in America acquired only gradually an interest in the
history of their own country which equalled their interest in the history
of Europe. Today; American history is the largest subfield of the disci-
pline, accounting throughout the 1960s for more than 45% of all disserta-
tions. There has been a notable recent increase of interest in other
world areas in History as in other disciplines., About 12% of the disser-
tations in progress or completed between 1961 and 1964 dealt with Africa,
Asia, Latin America and the llear East. By 1971, 15% of the completed
dissertations were on these areas.

But History in the United States is still remarkably E rocentric.
“Ancient" history almost always refers to Creece and Rome, rather than to
ancient societies in the Middle East, India or China; "Medievel" history
means Europe, to;. Formal language requirements are still usually, 1if no
longer inevitably, European--i.e., French, German, perhaps Spanish or
Italian, but rarely non-Furopean. Europe is the second largest area for
dissertation research in History. About 30% of all dissertations com-
pleted in the 1960s deal with Furope, from the time of the Greeks and
Romans until the presert. (See TABLE 2/1. DISSERTATIONS IN HISTORY BY

WORLD ARFA, 1961-64 AND 1967 THROUGH 1971.)
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In Table 2/2, dissertations on Vlestern Furope are broken down by
time period. Considerably more than 602 of these dissertations deal with
the period from the rise of Modern Europe through the end of the nine~’
teenth century (that is, almost 20%Z of all dissertations), and in most
years FPe greatest number of dissertations were written on the "nineteenth
centur&"-—from Waterloo to the outbreak of Yorld War I.

Few dissertations are nocw written on Ancient European history (on
Greece and Rome), although tl;seegns /{oabs?teady flow of medievalists. Dis-
sertations on céntcmporary tlestern Europe, from 1914 to the present,
average about 207 of the European dissertations, or about 6% of all dis-
gsertaticns in History.

Yost historians whose primzry field of interest i3 Westorn Europe
are icentified » 41n highly nationalized
and periodized categories--nineteenth century German historians, elght-
eenth century British historians, or seventeenth century French histori-
ans, for example. Courszs and graduate training follow the same
formalized petterns. There seem to be few incentives for research which
crosses boundaries between nations and time~periods. Indeed, at the dis-
sertation levei, there is a particular reluctance to do this because of
thenatimalized and periodized qualifications for most university jobs.
Similarly, there 1s a reluctance for historians to identify their
interests as "contemporary'--the twentieth century--unless, as we shall
see, the subject of their work has the built-in and guaranteed signifi-
cance of "Gircat Men and Great Events.” (See  TABLE 2/2. DISSERTATIONS
IN HISTCRY OW WISTERN EUROPE, 1961-64 AI'D 1967 THROUGH 1271.)

Our survey of articles from major scholarly journals in History

produced similar findings. The United States and Western Furope are by
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far the primary world areas of interest, and account for more than two-
thirds of all of the articles in the journals during the entire period
surveyed. The percentage of articles on Western Europe remains roughly
stable througﬁ the periods covered, while those on the United States
decrease from an average of 417 of the total in 1948-49 to 31% in 1970-
71. At the sane time, articles on Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Near Fast increased from 77 to 17% of the total. ( See TABLE 2/3.

JOURNAL ARTICLES* IN HISTORY LY WORLD ARFA.)

The distribution of journal articles on Western Eu .pe by time-
period issimilar to the distribution of dissertations. Because there are
substantlally fewer journal articles than dissertations in the survey, and
in order to cancel out some of the idiosyncratic effects of different
Journal editors, we aggregated the articles within the three time-periods.
Thus, between 1967 and 1971, about 467 of all articles on Western Europe
dealt with the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and another 12% dealt
with Early Modern Europe-~parallel to the distribution of dissertations.
Some differences, however, are notevorthy. Articles in these journals
on liedieval Europe seem to be underrepresented in terms of the percentage
of dissertations completed on this period. There is, on the other hand,
a relctively preater weight of journal articles than dissertations on
contenporary Western Europe, particularly when those articles with a
broader time frame are included in this category. (Although some of
these articles were not written by historians, to he sure.) Rather more
than 307 of the articles on Wescern Turope surveyed in the 1950s and
1960s deal to some extent with the twentieth century. ( See TABLE 2/4.

JOURNMAL ARTICLES I!N HISTORY ON WESTERN EUROPE.)
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Our conclusious thus far are the following:

1. Subfields in History are determined primarily by world area (or
by country withinvworld area) and by time.period, and this
appears to be especially true with regard to Vestern Europe.
There is little evidence of research, either in Journal articles
or dissertations, that is comparative or that crosses areas or
time-periods (and, in the case of Western Europe, that crosses
national boundaries within Western Euorpe).

2. The diétribution of articles and dissertations by world areas
has been fairly stable during the periods examined. The United
States provides the largest focus of interest, although there
is evidence that it is gradually declining in importance.
Europe--'tfodern Europe" (Modern Western Europe, that is--remarkably
little research seems to be carried out on Russian apd Eastern
Europe)-~1s second, and seems to be very stable. The “devel-
oping areas" appear to be increasing, but not very rapidly.

3. Within Western Europe, the major research focus is the eight-
eenth and nineteenth centuries. Interest in contemporary
Western Europe, as expressed in disgertations, is quite low--
about 6% of the yearly total of dissertations, althoush there
seems to be evidence of rather more interest in the Journals
we surveyed. This may be partially due to the fact that even
those younger historians who are primarily interested in
Western Europe since 1914 are more likely to write dissertations
on earlier periods because of the traditional requirements of
most jobs in "Modern European History."
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Our particular concern in this report is research on MWestern
Europe in the tventieth century. Some 307 of the dissertations carried
out in History deal with Europe, but only about 6% focus on Western Europe
since 1914. Almost all of these dissertations (and most of the journal
articles on Western Europe in the same period) deal with a single coumntry.
COmpatééive work involving two or more countries is quite rare in History,_
at least in those subfields which we examined. The focus of most research
on a single country was not a surprise, but the extent to which this
research was concentrated on a fow major countries was unexpected. Almost
20% of the dissertations and close to 80% of the journal articles which
dealt with Wastern Europe in the twentieth century were on one of four
countries: France, Germany, Italy, and the United Kingdom. Close to 40%
of the dissertations and 307 of the articles are on Germany alome. Vlork
on countries other than these four is minimal; oﬁt of 3N" articles and
dissertations, only 16 deal specifically with a country other than these
four.

The concentration of research on Germany is at least partially
explained by the ease of access in the United States to official docu~
ments and other'materials on recent German history, but the nearly total
absence of any work on countries other than France, Germany, Italy and
the United Kinpgdom is much less easily understood. (See TABLE 2/5.

COUNTRY COVERAGE: DISSERTATIONS AID JOURNAL ARTICLES IM MISTORY ON

WESTFR!1 EUROPE, 1914—-PRESFNT.)

The concentration of research upon a few major countries is, if
anything , even heavier in research on Western Furope in the nineteenth
century. Fully 807 of the journal articles dealing with Vest:.cn Europe in
the nineteenth century which we surveyed focus on France, Cermany or the

United Kingdom, with the United Xingdom alone accounting for more than 407

31



po3197dwod SUOTIUIASSSTA 3y

Pa321dwod X0 €S2a801d U} SUOTIVIAISST(Q ¥

%)) (22D (o%D) = N

00T %001 %00T

(<) (oT) (51) 013103dS- 0N
9°0T 28 0°01 FATLVETINOD
(S) (L) (v) SATAINAOD IFMIO
9°01 LS 8°¢

€43) (L3 (62) ROGONIX QiLINA P
§°62 1°22 L°02

(€3] (2) (6) ITVII
6°91 9°% $°9

(C13) (3] (03) (3591 ¥ 38¢3)
8°62 0°'1Y L°GE ANTITNED
() (92) (¥£) ANVl
46°8 yX S A y AR T4

TL61-1961 TZ6T-L56T 7S6T-196T
¥¥8UO0TIRIIBSSI(Q ¥5U0T1Ie3I15SSTq

8979731V TBUINOp

-’

INASTYI-YTIGT ‘Td0ound NIIISH4 HO
XMOLSIH NI SATIOILIYV IVNINOL ¥ SNOILVINASSIA :35V33A0D XIMINAOD

S/ 19Vl




of the articles. Only 10 out of 118 articles deal with another country,
and 5 of these are on Italy. The concentration of dissertations is simi-
lar. In 1967, for egample, out of 29 disgertations completed on this per—
iod, 13 are on Britain (ard Ireland), 4 on Germany (and Austria) and & on
Ftanca.‘ In 1970, out of 20 dissertations, 8 deal with Britain, 6 with
Germany;'and 4 with Prance.
We found almost no research, in articles or dissertations,
on Scandinavia, the Low Countries, Switzerland, or the Iberian
peninsula either  on the nineteenth or the twentieth century. The
only apparent difference, indeed, between the concentration in these two
time-periods is that the predominance of Britain in the first period gives
way to Germany in the second.

We were unable to study abstracts of these dissertations and
articles, but have attempted to perform a rudimentary analysis of their
content by examining key words in their titles. As a data base, we
utilized those dissertations on Western Europe since 1914 which were com-
Pleted between 1766 -nd 1971 ani those articles on the same period published
between 1967 and 1971--a total of over 200 titles. A content analysis in
this fashion obéiously leaves much to be desired but, even so, the findings
are quite interesting,

By far, the largest number of titles deal with Germany--almost 407
of the total. Almost all of these are on Vest Germany (only 2--~1 disser-
tation and 1 journal article--deal with the DDR). About half are on
some aspect of the Nazi era, a large share of these dealine with
military policy, the conduct of the war, and nilitary organization and the
S§S. A rather smaller segment deal with leimar, Throughout the German

titles, there 1s a heavy weight on biograph~ and on foreign policy and
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"‘.'diplomatic relations. There is almost no work on domestic public policy--J
we found only one dissertation on economic policy and 3 or 4 on social
policy under the Nazis.

Articles and dissertations on Britain, about half the number of
Germany. are clustered even more heavily on diplomatic history and foreign
xelatiéés. Alnmost hglf of the articles on Britain focus on foreicnh rela-
tion3 and the pattern in dissertation research is similar. We did find a
certain number of dissertations and articles on government and administra-
tion, but we were surprised how little work was found on parties and

politics--particularly on the Labour Party and working class politics.

The articles and dissertations on France were rather more scat-
tered among different subjects than those on either Germany or Britain.
There were several dissertations on Vichy and on France during World War
11, several on France in the 1930s-~a third of which dealt with military
policy. Unlike Germany, there were several dissertations on the vost=-1945
period, all of which seemed to deal with Algeria. There was almost no
work on political parties, social or political movements, and little on

politics in general.

All in all, work in History on contemporary Western Eurone seems
to shov a remarkably narrow focus of interest. Research is heavily con-
centratad on the ‘major’ countries and is almost entirely deminated by the
concerns of "High Politics' and “Great Events." We could ideutify alwmost
no dissertations or articles that deal with social change, with mass move-
ments or, for example, with urbanization, urban change, or urban problems
and policies. There is little evidence of work on social or economic

policy and, what there is, 13 concerned mainly with top policy malkers.
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We found some comparative research =nd some that esapes the narrow
confines of major countries and limited time.periods. This represents a
very small portion, however, and intcrasts represented in it are widely
varied, ransing from the more traditional concerns of the d:iplomacy of
,major_international meetings (the Washineton Conference of 1922, the Lau-
sanne éénference of 1932) to some work on ethnic diversity, demogpraphy,
and broad economic policies. Still, our initial conclusion remains:
research on Vesterm Europe in the twentieth century, so far as we can tell
from our survey of dissertations and articles, remains dominated by "large
countries, great men, and important events' in clessic style.

Although we were unable to examine individual dissertations, we did

perform a rough methodological survey of the Journal articles, and the
findings here tend to strongly support our conclusions on the "classic”
nature of work in history on Western Purope in the twentieth century,
Over 50% of the articles utilized no quantitative data, and about 40% used
either a sinple statement of amount or single variable analysis--frequency
counts, averages, rates, ratios and so on. Fewer than 10% of the articles
utilized a more sophisticated quantitative aporoach.

Ve were surprised low little contact there seemed to be
between these historians who write on contemporary ‘estern Europe and
those polit;cal scientists (and others) who share very similar research
interests. A4s we ghall see in the next section, dissertations in Polit-
ical Sciencc on Western Europe are also concentrated heavily on the major
countries, but the predvminant research interest of historians and polit-
ical scientists, who deal with the same countries in the same time=—
periods, have almost nc apparent overlap. So far as we can tell--al-
though this partial evidence does reinforce what we believe to be tfue—-
the two largest groups of scholars working on contemporary Western Europe,
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in History and Political Science, continue to be rcmarkably insulated from
one another and from each others' primary scholarly concerns.

Finally, we strongly eﬁspect that in certain vital ways, the histor-
ians who work on Western Europe in the twentieth century are not really the
wost f??ntemporary" historians working on ‘Europe. In terms of research
gggg;igﬁé_and methodologies, we belive that historians working on earlier
periods—-even as early as the Middle Ages--are often more'contemporary"

thaan those who study the twentieth century.
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3. POLITICAL SCIENCE

The major foci of research in Political Science have been less
stable than in nistory, at least as revealed by the patterm of disserta-
tion research. There has been greater change in the distribution of
dissertqt}ons by subfields than in History, and the distribution of dis-
sertations (and journal articles) by world areas has been subject to much
greater change in Political Science. The impact of new interests in the
non-Western world in particular has been more intemnse in Political Science
than in other diséiplines. Finally, the number of dissertations completed
each year has increased at a far more rapid rate in Political Science,
particularly during the last half of the 1960s. In 1958, 157 dissertations
vere completed; in eight years, in 1966, there were 289. But four years
later, in 1970, the number of completed dissertations had risen to 580,
and 1000 are expected to be completed in 1973.

Table 2/6 shows the distribution of dissertations in Political
Science by subfields over a 25-year period. Figures for 1948, 1958, 1968
and 1972 are plotted on Graph 2/1. Two primary trends are immediately
Qisible: the increase, during most of the period, in the Comparative
Politics subfield and the almost corresponding decrease in the Interna-

tional Politics subfield. (See TABLE 2/6. POLITICAL SCIENCE DISSER-

TATIONS BY SUBFIELD, 1948 TO 1972; followed by GRAPH 2/1. POLITICAL

SCIENCE DISSERTATIONS: DISTRIBUTION BY S